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MEMORANDUM

Joint Agriculture, Public Lands and Water Committee
Joint Appropriations Committee
Joint Travel, Recreation, Wildlife and Cultural Resources Committee

FROM: Jason Fearneyhough, ADMB Co-Chair

] TO: Governor Freudenthal
] Steve Ferrell, ADMB Co-Chair

DATE: December 21, 2010

= SUBJECT: 2010 Wyoming Animal Damage Management Board Annual Report

Please find enclosed the required annual progress report due on or before December 31 of
< each year regarding the Wyoming Animal Damage Management Board.

Feel free to contact us if you have any questions regarding this report.

cc: ADMB Members
Wyoming Board of Agriculture
Wyoming Game & Fish Commission
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WY Game & Fish Commissioner
Ronald “Jerry” Galles

3332 Allendale Blvd.

Casper, WY 82601

307-237-3329

E-mail: jerrygallesia:wyobeam.com
Term: To 3/2011

WY Board of Agriculture
Shaun Sims

122 Brookhollow Drive
Evansion, WY 82930
307-789-4859

E-mail: simsshaun(@yahoo.com
Term: To 8/2011

Non-consumptive User of Wildlife Representative
Jim Schellinger

735 Clarendon Avenue

Sheridan, WY 82801

(307) 672 - 6759 (h) (307) 672-7421 (w)

E-mail: jschellingeri@hotmail.com

Term: To 8/2013

Ex-officic Nonvoting Members

United States Forest Service Representative
vacanl

Herschler Bld, 3 West, room 3603

Cheyenne, WY 82002

(307)

E-mail:

Term: Indefinite

United States Fish and Wildlife Service Representative

vacant

5353 Yellowslone Road, Suite 308A
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82009

(307)

E-mail;

Term: Indefinile

United States Burean of Land Management Representative

Dennis Saville

5353 Yellowstone Road
Cheyenne, WY 82003

(307) 775-6106

E-mail: dennis_savillei@blm.gov
Term: Indefinite
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2010 Overview

Meetings: The Wyoming Animal Damage Management Board (ADMB) met five (5)
times over the course of the calendar year (January 27, April 28-29, July 7, July 26 -
conference call, November 4). Agendas and meeting minutes are included in this report.

Predator District Funding: The ADMB received applications and approved funding for
19 predator management districts across the state. As of the date of this report,
$2,406,289 of the initial $4,830,000 has been allocated to the districts.

Projects: Evaluated and approved funding for 11 projects (7 new, 4 renewing multiple
year,) this past year. Project synopses are included with this report. Complete project
reports are available upon request.

Rabies Management: Renewed the state-wide wildlife rabies management plan with a
modified budget. Maintain a Wyoming rabies website at www.wyorabies.org.
Continued a state-wide rabies surveillance program, with laboratory validation of rabies
prevalence. Three on the ground management programs are in operation.

Program Partnerships: The ADMB and Wyoming Ag in the Classroom have joined
forces in developing and distributing predator management related curriculum to
classrooms across Wyoming.

Promotion & Funding: As part of the promotion of the voluntary Wildlife Damage
Management Stamp, the board continues to develop a stamp with artwork and distributed
colored promotional posters to all Wyoming license selling agents. The 2006 stamp
displays Sage Grouse; the 2007 stamp featured a pronghom fawn and coyote; the 2008
stamp features a livestock guarding dog, the 2009 stamp features a raccoon, the 2010
stamp features a grizzly bear, and the 2011 stamp features a common raven and sage
grouse.

Public Relations: The Board had their booth on display at the Wyoming Game & Fish
Hunting and Fishing Heritage Exposition held in September, and informational reports at
the Farm Bureau, Conservation Districts and Stock Growers conventions held in
November and December.

Information Dissemination: The ADMB website at http://www.wyadmb.com continues
to be maintained and provides available information regarding the current activities and
programs for the ADMB.

In Progress:

1.

The next regular meeting of the ADMB will be January 13, 2011 at the Wyoming
Department of Agriculture Conference Room, 2219 Carey Av. , Cheyenne

Project applications for consideration at the January 13, 2010 meeting will be accepted
until January 3, 2011.

g(r)cijfct applications for the July 2010 meeting will be accepted from April 15 to June |
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ANIMAL DAMAGE
MANAGEMENT BOARD

WYOMING 2219 Carey Avenue, Cheyenne, WY 82002-0100
Phone: 307-777-6433 (1 Fax: 307-777-6593 [0 E-mail: admb@state.wy.us [1 wyadmb.com

MEMORANDUM

TO: Wyoming Game & Fish Commission

FROM: Wyoming Animal Damage Management Board
Steve Ferrell, Co-Chair
Jason Fearneyhough, Co-Chair

DATE: August 5,2010

SUBJECT: Request For Funds

In accordance with Wyoming Statute 11-6-307, the ADMB is requesting $100,000.00 (one-
hundred thousand dollars) from the Wyoming game and fish commission. A synopsis of the
projects selected for funding by the ADMB at the July 7,2010 board meeting, is listed below.

11-6-307. Board to request funding from game and fish commission. The board shall
annually request one hundred thousand dollars ($100,00.00) from the Wyoming game
and fish commission. These funds shall be expended for wildlife priorities. The game
and fish commission may provide recommendations to the board regarding expenditure
of these funds.
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New Projects:
5) Cedar Mountain Targeted Predator Control to Benefit Mule Deer — Funding: §15,000

Synopsis: The purpose of this project is to document critical habitat areas, especially fawning
sites, used by mule deer in the Cedar Mountain area. Identification of critical habitats will allow
the Department to recommend predator control efforts (conducted by Wildlife Services
personnel) and habitat enhancement projects to the areas where it will have the most potential to
improve mule deer numbers. The primary end goal of the project is to increase fawn:doe ratios
and can be measured with trends in post season ratios. The project area is located within Uinta
and Sweetwater Counties in deer hunt area 132. Submitted by: Wyoming Game and Fish

Department
6) Park County Livestock Carcass Management Program — Funding: $5,000

Synopsis: The Livestock Carcass Management program is a domestic livestock carcass removal
service available to livestock producers/landowners who live in areas of Park County that have
historically experienced a high number of human-bear conflicts. The main purpose of this
program is to minimize human-bear conflicts and increase human safety by removing carcasses
that attract and hold grizzly bears, black bears, wolves, and other predators in areas that are in
close proximity to humans, ranch buildings, feed lots, or calving areas. Submitted by: Wyoming
Game and Fish Department

7) New Bear Trap for Big Piney Region Project — Funding: $5,000

Synopsis: Funding will be used to purchase bear proof refuse containers for public use areas in
the Big Piney area to prevent black bears from obtaining human food rewards and losing their
wariness of humans. Submitted by: Wyoming Game & Fish Department

8) 1D of Mule Deer Range to Maximize Predator Control in Platte Valley — Funding: $22,000

Synopsis: This study will provide wildlife managers with a credible, standardized estimate of
the number of mule deer that utilize winter range habitat in Wyoming’s Upper Platte Valley. In
addition, the methods designed and evaluated will be applicable to many other mule deer
populations through Wyoming and the West. Movement data from GPS-collared deer will allow
for a rigorous evaluation of migration timing for different herd segments and delineation of key
migration routes throughout the study area. Submitted by: Wyoming Game and Fish
Department

9) Chemical Gonadectomy of the Coyote — Funding : $25,885

Synopsis: The overall goal of this research is to develop an additional too! for the management
of coyotes. Specifically, we will investigate if a single treatment of a sustained release GnRH
agonist may suffice to permanently chemically neuter coyotes as a means to control reproduction
in this species. Submitted by: Dept of Zoology & Physiology, University of Wyoming
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ADMB Meeting
Regional Wyoming Game and Fish Office
Casper, WY

Wednesday, January 27, 2010

9:00 a.m. - Call to Order — (Fearneyhough, Ferrell)
> Introductions of board, guests, & public

> Additions/Corrections/Approval of Agenda

» Approval of October 29, 2009 Minutes

9:10 a.m. - Review of ADMB Policies
9:30 a.m. - Review of ADMB Rules and Regulations ( Rules, Funding, Rabies)
9:50 a.m. - Development of New 5 year Strategic Plan with facilitator Larry Bentley

12:00 noon. - Lunch
1:00 p.m. - Presentation on Wildlife Management Stamp Contest, Jennifer Wagner, Wy. G&F

1:45 p.m.-  Ag in the Classroom Progress Report — Brook Gerke, Wy. Ag in the Classroom
Action item: Close out old contract

2:15 pm.-  State Veterinary Lab Rabies Report — Dr. Ken Mills, UW
Action item: Ratify new contract

3:00 p.m. - Review of ADMB Funding Application

3:30 pm.-  Review of 2009 Annual Report and Project Summaries, All District Date Deadlines,
and ADMB report deadlines

3:50 p.m.-  Approval for Carryover Funds — Tara Teaschner, Wy. Game and Fish
Action item: Amend new contract

4:00 p.m. - Rabies Funding Discussion
Action Item: Possible new contract with Sheridan County PMD

4:15p.m.- Public Comment / Board Comment
4:30 p.m. - Adjourn

Times are tentative. Please arrive early if agenda items move quicker than anticipated.
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J. Collins moved to only revisit the strategic plan every five years and/or as necessary. R. Galles seconded,

motion passed.

G. Hardy brought the issue of livestock protection dogs to the board's attention, He asked the board
whether they would like to be involved in this issue. A committee of Gene Hardy, Co-Chair Jason
Fearneyhough and Kent Drake was appointed to develop a plan for public education, concerning livestock
protection dogs. . Collins asked that this topic be discussed at the next meeting.

J. Fearneyhough presented new state budget information to the board.
R. Krischke presented an update on Wildlife Services budgets and measurable objecrives.

Presentation on Wildlife Management Stamp Contest, Jennifer Wagner, Wy. G&F
Jennifer Wagner presented detailed information on the conservation stamp contest. This presentation was
meant to inform the board of possible ideas for the ADMB stamp program. No action was taken.

Ag in the Classroom Progress Report

Dennis Sun and Mantha Phillips presented a letter written from Brook Gerke, WAIC Coordinator, as well
as an Ag in the Classroom progress report. M. Phillips stated that a copy of the current Country to
Classroom would be mailed out to each member of the board. M. Phillps solicited the board for help in
judging the predatory bookmarks entries in the bookmatk contest. The following members volunteered to

help: ].Schellinger, J. Espy, A. Hulet D. Leatham, and R. Galles.

A motion to closc the old Ag in the Classroom contract was made by R. Krischke. A. Hulee seconded,
motion passed.

State Veterinary Lab Rabies Report — Dr. Ken Mills, UW

Dr. K. Mills presented an update on rabies testing at the Stace Vet Lab. The contract includes $20,000
for a target of 17 rabies tests per county, completing this fiscal year (6/ 30/10). Dr. K. Mills stated that
he would be working with Craig Acres, WS, to develop a plan to do morc testing in the arcas that
historically have had rabies and less testing in areas that have not had rabies for the next contract year, R.
Krischke moved to approve the $20,000 contract, from 03.17 funds, to be completed 6/30/10. G.
Hardy scconded, motion passed.

Review of ADMB Funding Application

K. Drake presented on ADMB Funding Applications and suggested adjustments. The board was asked for
comments and decided that the application would stay the same for this year. Discussion over having
representatives from each district be at the next board mecting was discussed and the general consensus was
that all individuals are invited, but conference called would be allowed. The board decided that April's
board meeting should be a two day meeting and there are tentatively 19 district applications expected. K.
Drake was asked to generate check list for the grants submissions (Meets requirements, Sent in a timely
fashion, cec.).

H. Uhden presented on the special project proposal application and the administrative problem occurring
with item No. 4, regarding matching funds. A motion stating that all march funds listed in the application
will be placed in the contract and match funds not attained will void the contract, was made by B. Innes,
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ADMB April 28-29, 2010

Call to Order 9:00 a.m, Welcome, Cattle Loss Survey Summary, Grant Project Regquests, Interview Process

Start Time End Time Interview Request
10:15 10:45 Nalrona $179,300
10:45 11:16 Converse $164.473
11:15 11:45 Weslon $100,000
11:45 1:00 Lunch
1:00 1:30 Carbon $128,636
1:30 2:00 Campbell $246,635
2:00 2:30 Albany $123,368
2:30 3:00 Big Horn $232,000
3:00 3:30 Park $187,979
3:30 4:00 Crook $182,000
4:00 4:30 Fremont $190,390
4:30 Public Comment
Thursday, April 29
8:45 a.m. Resume
9:00 9:30 Johnson $136,250
9:30 10:00 Goshen $86,991
10:00 10:30 Sheridan $182,657
10:30 11:00 Hot Springs $183,356
11:00 11:30 Nicbrara $159,400
11:30 noon Sweetwater $181,200
Noon 1:00 Lunch
1:00 1:30 Washakie $117,433
1:30 2:00 Lincoln $171,029
2:00 2:30 Uinta $140,012
2:30 4:00 Discussion
4:00 4:30 Public Comment and Adjournment
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The issuc of ferry time was brought to the attention of the board by T. Paxton. ]. Collins asked that the
topic be put on the next ADMB meeting agenda.

Weston County — Request of $100,000
Request was presented by: Alan Todd & Jerry Shepperson

Hot Springs County — Request of $183,356
Request was presented by: Brete Belden, Bob Blacketer, and Art Hunter

Carbon County — Request of $128,636
Request was presented by: Charlene Abbott

Campbell County — Request of $246,635
Request was presented by: Dave Daigle

Albany County — Request of $123,368
Request was presented by: T.C. Page & David Kalco

Big Horn County — Request of $232,000
Request was presented by: Grey Flitner, John Kelso, & George McGregor

Park County — Request of $187,979

Request was presented by: Shane Smith & Tara Teschner

T. Teschner discussed the carcass removal program. B. Innes told Tara that if the money does not come
through in the district budget that she consider applying for additional funds through a rescarch project
application due June I5.

Crook County — Request of $182,000
Request was presented by: JW. Nuckolls & Darla West

Fremont County — Request of $190,390

Request was presented by: Shane Sanderson

Public Comment

Co-chair ]. Fearncyhough called for public comment.

H. Uhden said we could initiate drafting rules in regard to changing the current state predator fee refund

Policy.

Meeting was adjournced at 4:28.
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Request was presented by: Barb Kilmer & Shannon Bruegger

Sweetwater County — Request of $181,200
Request was presented by: Bill Taliferro

Washakie County — Request of $117,433
Request was presented by: Mark Dooley

Lincoln County — Request of $171,029
Request was presented by: Bill Taliferro

Uinta County — Request of $140,012
Reguest was presented by: Wade Larson, Joe Hickey

Discussion
S. Sims moved to spend up to $2,800 for a reprinting of the ADMB brochure. Seconded by J. Espy,

motion passed.

J. Fearneyhough presented his recommended funding allocations for the 19 participating districts. They
were as follows:

Application Funding
Grantees Request Recommendation

Albany County PMD S 123,368.00 5 87,368.00
Big Horn County PMD S 232,000.00 S 155,400.00
Campbell County PMD 5 246,365.00 5 152,865.00
Carbon County PMD 5 128,636.00 $ 123,636.00
Converse County PMD ] 164,473.00 s 136,473.00
Crook County PMD S 182,000.00 S 131,000.00
Fremont County PMD S 150,390.00 S 145,040.00
Goshen County PMD S 86,991.00 5 84,991.00
Hot Springs County PMD $ 183,356.00 S 168,356.00
Johnson County PMD S 136,250.00 5 102,750.00
Lincoln County PMD s 171,029.00 S 146,029.00
Natrona County PMD 5 179,200.00 S 163,300.00

S &8,200.00
Nicbrara County PMD ] 159,400.00 * & months funding
Park County PMD 5 187,979.00 S 136,479.00
Sheridan County PMD S 182,657.00 5 131,257.00
Sweetwater County PMD S 181,200.00 ] 139,700.00
Uinta County PMD S 140,012.00 S 131,012.00
Washakie County PMD S 117,433.00 $ 105,433.00
Weston County PMD $ 100,000.00 S 97,000.00
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Balance ; 3,092,839.00 s 2,406,289.00
Campbell Rabies S 47,500.00 s 31,500.00
Sheridan Rabies S 10,000.00 5 10,000.00
lohnson Rabies S 23,500.00 S 23,500.00
Final Balance $  2,471,289.00

B. Innes moved to approve the recommended funding allocations. J. Schellinger seconded.

J. Espy commented that he was uncomfortable with awarding so much of the rabies fund in the beginning
of the biennium.

R. Galles moved an amendment of $5,000 less funding for Campbell & Johnson Counties out of the rabies
funding. Motion died for lack of a second.

The original motion to approve the recommended funding allocations passed.

Niobrara County is changing funding cycles from calendar year to fiscal year. The funding
recommendation reflects this change and this comment was made to remind ADMB to look at their
2011-2012 request in light of this change.

Co-Chair J. Fearneyhough directed Hank Uhden and Shaun Sims to parucipate in the upcoming Wyoming
Department of Agriculture teleconference, May 12 to discuss drafting rules to change the state predator fee

refund policy.

Public Comment
Shannon Bruegger made comment on the amount awarded to Niobrara County.

Next meeting scheduled for Wednesday, July 7 in Rawlins, WY.

G. Hardy moved to adjourn, A. Hulet seconded, Meeting was adjourn at 2:52.
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Agenda

ADMB Meeting
BLM Office
Rawlins, WY

Wednesday, July 7, 2010

3:00 am -

9:10 am -

9:20 am -

10:20 am -

11:40 a.m.

12:00 noon -

1:00 pm -

Call to Order - (Feamneyhough, Ferrell)
Introductions of board, guests, & public
Additions/Corrections/Approval of Agenda
Approval of April 28-29, 2010 Minutes

Agenda Formation — J. Collins

Request for Extension on Wolf/Cattle Study

Request for Extension on Grizzly-Black Bear/ Wolf/Mountain Lion Depredation
Prevention/Control

Stamp Artwork Selection

Set price of Wildlife Damage Management Stamp

Project Reports (15 min each)

* Johnson County Rabies Supplement — D. Hall

* Absaroka Wolf-Cattle Study — Arthur Middleton

* New Bear Trap for Laramie Region — S. Talbott

* Washakie County Nuisance Predator and Disease Project - J. Pehringer

Project Proposals — Renewals w/ Updates (20 minutes each)

* Grizzly/B. Bear/Wolf/Mtn Lion depredation prevention/control — S. Talbott
And New Bear Trap for Big Piney Region — S. Talbott
* ]mpact of raven and fox removal on sage grouse ~SW, L, U counties — M. Conover
* Absaroka Elk Ecology — A. Middleton
* Agriculture in the Classroom — B. Gerke

Project Proposal (New) (20 minutes each)

* Park County Livestock Carcass Management Program — T. Teaschner

Lunch

Project Proposal (New) (20 minutes each)
* Sage Grouse Response to Predator Contro! in the Powder River Basin Natural Gas
Fields — C. Marlow

* Hot Springs County Sage Grouse Study #1 — B. Belden

* Cedar Mountain targeted predator control to benefit mule deer — J. Short

* Evaluating Habitat, Population Demographics, and Management Strategies of a
Hunted Cougar Population in Northeastern Wyoming — D. Thompson

* ID of mule deer seasonal ranges to maximize predator control benefits in Platte
Valley herd unit — W. Schultz
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ADMB Meeting - Wednesday, July 7, zo1o

BLM Office - Rawlins, WY
Board Members Present:
Co-chair Jason Fearneyhough Co-Chair Steve Ferrell
Bob Innes Rod Krischke Jim Collins
Dale Leatham Amanda Hulet Jim Schellinger
Dennis Saville Shaun Sims Brian Kelly
Board Members Absent:
Ronald “Jerry” Galles John Espy Gene Hardy
WDA Support Staff
Kent Drake Hank Uhden Margy Anderson
Alexandria Englander- Tuttle
Guests
Roy Fenster Scott Talbott Mike Conover
Bryce Reece Bill Taliaferro Arthur Middleton
Dan Thompson Steven Gunn Will Schultz
Brook Gerke Tara Teaschner Marjie MacGregor
Mary Thoman Cat Urbigkit

The meeting was called to order by Co-Chair S. Ferrell at 9:04 a.m. Board members and
guests were introduced. Agenda reviewed, changes were made:

- The request for Extension on Wolf/Cattle Study was removed,

- The Hot Springs Grouse project was removed,

- The Chemical Gonadecotomy of the Coyote was added.
Agenda was approved. Minutes from the April 28-29, 2010 meeting were reviewed by the
board, J. Shellinger moved to approve, A. Hulet seconded, motion carried.

Agenda formation and process was reviewed by the board. It was decided that in the future
the board would be called upon for agenda items at the end of every meeting and a week prior
to the drafted agenda being released to the board. Also, Co-Chair S. Ferrell asked that an

outline of requirements for public meeting be found and sent to members of the board.

M. Anderson presented on the request for Extension on Grizzly-Black Bear/Wolf/Mountain
Lion Depredation Prevention/Control, explaining that an extension cannot be given to a
contract that has concluded.

K. Drake presented stamp artwork selection to the board. S. Sims moved to approve the
raven artwork including the sage grouse hen, J. Fearneyhough seconded, motion passed.
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the board noting that 125 carcasses have been retrieved thus far. As was asked, ADMB logo
was used in BearWise projects. Grant Request: $5,000

Sage Grouse Response to Predator Control in the Powder River Basin Natural Gas Fields -
C. Marlow
Grant Request: $69,905

Chemical Gonadectomy of the Coyote - Grant Request: $25,885
Hot Springs County Sage Grouse Study #1 - B. Belden was withdrawn.

Cedar Mountain targeted predator control to benefit mule deer - S. Talbott Grant Request:
$15,000

Evaluating Habitat, Population Demographics, and Management Strategies of a Hunted
Cougar Population in Northeastern Wyoming - D. Thompson Grant Request: $82,450

ID of mule deer seasonal ranges to maximize predator control benefits in Platte Valley herd
unit - W. Schultz Grant Request: $22,000

Predator Protection against wolves and bears for sheepherders and sheep in Upper Green
River BT Forest = M. Thoman, Grant Request: $14,236

Project was Tabled - Elk Mountain Big Horn Sheep Project - D. Shorma

Transferring livestock protection dog traditions to large carnivore occupancy - C. Urbigkit,
Wyoming Wool Growers,Grant Request: $20,000

Determination of Grant Awards

Predator Protection for Sheepherders and Sheep in Upper Green - Grant Request: $14,236
S. Simms motioned to approve the entire grant request, J. Fearneyhough seconded, motion
carried.

Motion to have the Predator Protection for Sheepherders and Sheep in Upper Green Project
change their application so the Wyoming Association of County PABs is the Grant
applicant. ADMB will own the protection fence and all other durable materials. J. Collins
motioned, B. Innes seconded, motion carried.

Ag in the Classroom - Grant Request: $4,500
J. Collins motioned to approve the request at $3,500, J. Schellinger seconded, motion carried.

Absarka Elk Ecology Project - Grant Request: $23,000
J. Collins motioned to approve the request at $5,750, B. Innes seconded, motion carried.
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ADMB Meeting
Phone Teleconference

Agenda
Monday, July 26, 2010

12:00 noon - Motion and Discussion on *“the Transferring Livestock Protection Dog Traditions Project”,
Submitted by Jim and Cat Urbigkit and Wyoming Wool Growers

12:05 p.m.- Public Comment
12:10 p.m. - Adjourn
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ADNMB Meeting
Hampton Inn
Buffalo, WY

Tentative Agenda
Thursday, November 4, 2010

9:00 a.m.

Call to Order — (Fearneyhough, Ferrell)

> Introductions of board, guests, & public
»  Additions/Corrections/Approval of Agenda
>  Approval of July 7 & 26, 2010 Minutes

9:10 a.m. -

9:20 a.m. -

9:40 a.m. -

[0:15 a.m. -

11:00 a.m. -

11:30 a.m.

12:00 noon -

1:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
3:45 p.m.

Aerial Contract Issue specific to Natrona County, Sy Gilliland, Natrona County
Predator Board Member

Funding Request ProElosal, Seminoe Big Horn Sheep Pre-Introduction Predator
Management, Kevin Hurley, Wy. Game and Fish Big Horn Sheep Coordinator

Funding Request Proposal, Elk Mountain Big Horn Sheep Pro{ect, Dustin Shorma,
Wy. Game and Fish Dept. and Brad Troftgruben, USDA Wildlife Services

Discussion on USDA Wildlife Services Aerial Hunting Ferry Time, Rod Krischke,
USDA Wildlife Services

Update on County Predator Management Board Refund Policy, Jason Fearneyhough,
Co-Chair ADMB and Director Wyoming Department of Agriculture

Discussion of Raven Predation on Sage Grouse Research Project — Big Horn Basin,
Steve Jones, Meeteetse Conservation District

Lunch

Predator Management District Board Meeting Rules/Regulations, Kara Brighton,
Attorney, Hageman/Brighton Law Office, Cheyenne

Update on Wyoming Wolves, Mike Jimenez, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services
Public Comment / Board Comment

Adjourn

Times are tentative. Please arrive early if agenda items move quicker than anticipated.
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Project Proposals

Kevin Hurley, Wyoming Game and Fish Big Horn Sheep Coordinator, presented a funding
request proposal for the Seminoe Mountain Big Horn Sheep Supplemental Release, which
included a history of the project, and data collected to date. The purpose of the project is to
transport and import 20 Big Horn sheep from Oregon into Central Wyoming.

Dustin Shorma, Wyoming Game and Fish Dept. and Brad Troftgruben, from USDA

Wildlife Services, presented a funding request proposal for the Eik Mountain Big Hern
Sheep Project. The purpose of the project is to increase Bighorn sheep lamb survival, by
researching lambing areas, wintering patterns of ewes and decreasing coyote predation.

J. Fearneyhough asked the Board to vote on funding the two requests presented. The total
amount requested by both projects totaled $15,450.00.

J. Fearneyhough called for discussion of the Seminoe Mountain Sheep Release. J. Espy
moved to fully fund said project at $5,200.00. A. Hulet seconded. No further comments were
made by the Board. Motion carried.

J. Fearneyhough called for discussion of the Elk Mountain Big Horn Project. J. Collins
moved to fully fund year 1 of said project at $10,250.00, with the understanding that funding
for years 2 and 3 of the project be sought from additional sources. ]. Galles seconded. Motion
carried.

Co-Chair J. Fearneyhough and M. Anderson explained that if D. Shorma and B. Troftgruben
wanted Weston County PMD to provide fiscal and administrative oversight on the project,
Weston County PMD must be an applicant on the funding request.

Presentations/Discussions

Rod Krischke, from USDA Wildlife Services, led a discussion on USDA Wildlife Services
Aerial Hunting Ferry Time, which included a breakdown of aviation expenses, current
funding sources, aerial data by county, and six possible options for covering charges for ferry
time versus hunting time. After discussion of the above, the Board made no
recommendations but suggested the same information be re-presented at the district
allocation meeting next April.

Jason Fearneyhough, ADMB Co-Chair and Director, Wyoming Department of Agriculture,
gave an

update on the County Predator Management Board Refund Policy. After some discussion of
the policy and legal interpretation of statutes, the Board decided to consider the information
presented and revisit the topic at the next Board meeting.

The Board took a break for lunch. Co-Chair J. Fearneyhough called the meeting back to order
at 12:46 p.m.
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October, 3010
BUDGETED EXPENDED PERCENT OPTIMUM
PREDATOR MANAGEMENT 1501 FY 11-12 YTD ENCUMBERED BALANCE EXPENDED 16.67%
PERSONAL SERVICES 10000 5161333 528,591 132,742 17.72%
SUPPORTIVE SERVICES 200.00
Equipment Repairs & Minc 202.00 9 o 749 0.00%
Utiliities 203.00 840 70 ‘o 8.33%
Freight and Postege 204.00 1500 149 2,351 593%
Employee Development 207,00 2500 ] 2,500 0.00%
Travel In State 1100 20,000 950 19,050 475%
Travel Out of State 221.00 17,500 [} 17,500 0.00%
Board Travel 221.00 1,000 0 1,000 0.00%
Permanently Assigned Vehicles .00 20,000 13 17,717 11.42%
Office Supplics/Printing 231.00 14,900 s 14,543 39%
Moter Vehicle Supplics 231.00 100 0 100 0.00%
Other Repair Supplics 239.00 3,000 0 35,000 0.00%
Office Fumiture & Equipment 24100 1,900 0 1,000 0.00%
Dsta Processing Equipment 242.00 2,000 0 2,000 0.00%
Food Service Equipment 244.00 0 0 0
Resl Propesty Rental 251.00 5507 0 5,507 0.00%
Equipment Rental 25200 1,750 0 1,750 0.00%
200 SERIES TOTAL 395,346 53,803 0 $91.538 3.99%
DATA PROCESSING 400.00
Telecommunications A& 420.00 2,051 267 1,784 13.00%
400 SERIES TOTAL s2.08t 267 50 51,704 13.00%
GRANTS & AID PYMTS 400.00
Grants 626,00 4,330,000 2406289 2423, 11 £9.82%
400 SERJES TOTAL 34,830,000 $2,406.289 $0 2423711 49.82%
CONTRACTUAL SRVS. $00.00
Professional/Consulting Fecs 901.00 34,000 500 33,500 147%
900 SERIES TOTAL 534,000 3500 30 $33.500 1.47%
PREDATOR MANAGEMENT TOTAL 55,122,730 B_lEQ.ﬂS 50 w 41.61%
YID Trnsicrs Imscmsmnmas I
General Funds $,122,730 2439455 48%
 TOTALS $5.122,730 $2,439,455 48%
0
1312010 kL
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Octobar, 2010

BUDGETED EXPENDED PERCENT OFTIMUM
_ADMBE - RARIES 0313 FY 11-12 YTD ENCUMBERED  BALANCE EXPENDED 16.67%
SUPPORTIVE SERVICES 0000
Equipment Rep & Mine 202.00 0 o o
Utilities 203.00 o0 0 100 0.00%
Freight & Postage 204.00 100 [ 100 0.44%
Supplics/Printing 100 100 0 100 0.00%
Equipment Rental 252.00 0 0 0
200 SERIES TOTAL 3300 o0 0 00 0.15%
Grontz and Akd Paymantr 60000
Grants 626.00 161,700 65,000 96,700 40.20%
0400 SERIES TOTAL $161,700 365,000 50 596,700 40.20%
CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 200.00
Professional/Consulting Fees 901.00 0 0 0
0900 SERIES TOTAL 30 30 30 50
ADMB - RABIES 03.13 $161,000 _s_g,gm 30 397,000 48.12%
YID Revenue YID % DISCUSSION ITEMS
General fands 162,000 65.000 40%
] 1]
3162,000 $65,000 40%

1IIUNE
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Wyoming Animal Damage Management Board

Regulations Governing the Granting of
Predator Management Program Funds

Section 1. Authority. Pursuant to authority vested in the Wyoming Animal Damage
Management Board (ADMB) in W.S. § 11-6-304(d) the following emergency regulations are
hereby promulgated and adopted. :

Section 2. Purpose of rules. These rules govern the distribution of funding appropriated
by the Wyoming state legislature through the ADMB to the county Predator Management
Districts (PMD) created by W.S. § 11-6-201.

Section 3. Definitions. For the purpose of this regulation, definitions shall be set forth in
Title |1, Wyoming Statutes and the board also adopts the following definitions:

(a) “Animal Damage Management Board or ADMB” means the statutorily created
board under W.S. § 11-6-303.

(b) “Annual Report” means the final documentation the district must provide at the
end of the state fiscal year (June 30).

(©) “Assess” means to fix or determine the amount and to impose a tax or other
charge on.
(d) “Audit” means the unbiased examination and evaluation of the records, financial

accounts, and financial statements of the district to verify their accuracy. The audit shall be
performed in compliance with the State of Wyoming - Department of Audit, W.S. § 9-1-
507(a)(iii) and Dept. of Audit Chapter 6 rules for special districts.

(e) “Budget” means an itemized summary of estimated or intended income and
expenditures for a given period. For the purposes of this rule, the budget shall be compiled for
the state fiscal year of July 1 — June 30.

(H “Capital Equipment” means tangible equipment purchased for long term use by
the district. For the purposes of these rules, capital equipment is a single piece of equipment and
necessary attachments with a cost of more than $1,000.00 (one thousand dollars).

() “Collect” means to receive or compel payment of.
(h) “Commercial Feedlot" means any place, establishment or facility commonly

known as a feedlot conducted, operated or managed for profit or nonprofit for livestock
producers, feeders or market agencies, consisting of pens and their appurtenances, in which
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(ii) Completed grant application on a form prescribed by the ADMB
(iii) Budget

(iv) Management Plan

(v) Financial Statement

(vi) Proof of having assessed and collected all available funds as required by
W.S. § 11-6-210(0)

(A) Each district, in accordance with W.S. § 11-6-210(f) shall determine
which facilities meet the definition of a commercial feedlot.

(B) Each district shall establish a method by which assessment, billing
and collection for goats may be conducted.

(vii) Report stating the accomplishments or actions relative to the prior year’s
management plan. The requirement shall only pertain to districts that have previously
received state funds under these rules.

(b) In addition, the district shall assure that:
(i) It is in compliance with applicable Wyoming statutes; and

(ii) All agreements with the ADMB are current or satisfied.

Section 6. Funding Distribution. Funding shall be applied for and justified through
the grant application process as follows:

(a) An initial standard budget of $50,000.00 shall be awarded by the ADMB to each
qualified district whose application has been approved by the ADMB prior to Mayl,
2007.

(b) The application must be received by the ADMB prior to April 1, 2007.

(c) Thereafter, the ADMB shall annually establish a standard budget amount that shall be
provided to all qualified districts with an application submitted prior to April 1.

(i) Additional funds, including but not limited to operational expenses and capital
purchases, may be applied for by the grant application and justified in the management
plan and budget.
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V.

vi.

The criteria shall include but not be limited to the cost of full-time and part-
time trappers and the cost of fixed wing aircraft and helicopters, for predator
management for livestock and wildlife.

Human health and safety issues.

Section 10. Reporting. The district shall submit an annual report, due to the ADMB,
2219 Carey Avenue, Cheyenne, WY 82002 by no later than July 1% of each year. This report
should be relative to the current fiscal year.

(a) The annual report shall contain the following:

il

iv.

V.

vi,

Actions taken.

ldentifiable and measurable results.

Grant monies expended.

Current financial statement.

Most recent audit report.

Supplemental reports may be requested by the ADMB on any identified

and targeted management or site specific projects, at the time funding is
provided to the district to carry out such projects.

Section 11. Loss of eligibility. Any district that does not comply with all provisions of
these rules shall not be eligible for additional grant funding until they have documented
correction of all compliance deficiencies to the satisfaction of the ADMB. Districts that
demonstrate correction of all deficiencies may submit a grant application for funding
consideration for the next fiscal year.

Scction 12. Authority to determine funding amounts. In all cases, the ADMB retains
the authority to allocate funding to qualified districts in the amount determined by the ADMB to
carry out the intent of W.S. § 11-6-201.

Section 13. Savings Clause. If any provision of this regulation is held to be illegal or
unconstitutional, such a ruling shall not affect the other provisions of this regulation which can
be given effect without the illegal or unconstitutional provision; and, to this end, the provisions
of this regulation are severable.



Adopted: January 27, 2010

WYOMING ANIMAL DAMAGE MANAGEMENT BOARD (WyADMB)
STRATEGIC ACTION PLAN
2010-2014

MISSION STATEMENT:

The Governor appointed Animal Damage Management Board’s (ADMB) mission is to coordinate and
implement an integrated animal damage management program, based on best available science, for the benefit
of human and natural resources throughout Wyoming,

GOALS:

To implement a Wyoming Animal Damage Management Policy.

To implement a coordinated, accountable, animal damage management program.

Obtain and distribute funds for the implementation of animal damage management programs.
Develop a public education and involvement plan.

Obtain credible information to enhance the Wyoming Animal Damage Management Program.
Develop and implement legislative strategies.
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STATUTORY AUTHORITY: W.S. 11-6-304

OBJECTIVE 1.1
W.S. 11-6-304(a), Feral Livestock Statute

GOAL 1: To implement a Wyoming animal damage management policy.

By and through an executed memorandum of understanding with the Wyoming Game and Fish Commission and the
Wyoming Department of Agriculture, manage crop, livestock and wildlife damage done by depredating animals; feral
animals, predatory animals, rabid wildlife; predacious birds; and protect human health and safety.

STRATEGY 1.1.1: (W.S. 11-6-304(b)(i)}: Entertain requests for assistance to allow mitigation of animal damage.

ACTION

RESPONSIBILITY

DATE TO COMPLETE

DATE COMPLETED

I. Review and update MOUs as needed.
2. Review and amend project proposal guidelines
and protocol.

3. Review and amend policy guidelines and
application protocols.

I. WDA, G&F, ADMB,
WLB, WS

2. ADMB

3. ADMB

1. As needed

2. As needed

3. As needed

STRATEGY 1.1.2: (W.S. 11-6-304(b)(ii): Specify programs designed to prevent damage by predatory animals,
rabid wildlife, predacious birds and depredating animals to livestock, agricultural crops, wildlife, property and

human health and safety.

ACTION RESPONSIBILITY | DATE TO COMPLETE | DATE COMPLETED
1. Complete an Annual Report to be presented to: 1. WDA 1. 12/31 each year
» Governor
> Agriculture, Appropriations, Travel, 1. Annually
Recreation and Wildlife legislative
committees
» Formal presentation to Wyoming Game and | 1. ADMB co-chairman 1. Annually

Fish Commission
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GOAL 2: Implement a coordinated, accountable animal damage management program.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: W.S. 11-6-304; 11-6-308; 11-6-309 and 11-6-312

OBJECTIVE 2.1
W.S. 11-6-304(b)(iii)

Provide various degrees of predatory animal, predacious bird and depredating animal damage management services to
individual agricultural livestock and crop producers, landowners, lessors or administrators, and to urban, residential and
industrial property owners. Damage management services shall also be provided and conducted for the benefit of wildlife

populations and human health and safety.

STRATEGY 2.1.1: (W.S. 11-6-304(b)(i): Entertain requests for assistance to allow mitigation of animal damage.

STRATEGY 2.1.2: (W.S. 11-6-304(b)(iv): Specify methods for the prevention and management of damage and for the selective
control of predatory animals, rabid wildlife, predacious birds and depredating animals,

ACTION

RESPONSIBILITY | DATE TO COMPLETE

DATE COMPLETED

1. Accept project proposals with measurable
outcomes.

2. Foster relationships between PMBs and ADMB.

1. ADMB, staff 1. On - going

2. ADMB 2. On-going

STRATEGY 2.1.3: (W.S. 11-6-304(b)(viii): Consider recommendations received from the Wyoming Game and Fish Commission and
the Wyoming Department of Agriculture for projects funded by respective agencies.

ACTION RESPONSIBILITY | DATE TO COMPLETE DATE COMPLETED
1. Project proposals. 1. ADMB 1. Annually
» Requests submitted annually
» Wildlife projects will be reviewed by G&F
and approved by the Commission.
2. 1501 budget monies
» Requests submitted annually 2. ADMB 2. Annually
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GOAL 3: Obtain and distribute funds for the implementation of animal damage management programs.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: W.S, 11-6-304; 11-6-305; 11-6-306; AND 11-6-307

OBJECTIVE 3.1:

W.S. 11-6-304(b)(v)

Maintain responsibility and appropriate funds for the purpose of providing damage prevention and management to
agricultural livestock and crops, wildlife, property and human health and safety caused by predatory animals, rabid
wildlife, predacious birds and depredating animals.

STRATEGY 3.1.1: (W.S. 11-6-304(b)(vii): Develop memorandums of understanding between the Wyoming Department of
Agriculture, the Wyoming Game and Fish Commission and the United States Department of Agriculture/Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service/Wildlife Services (USDA/APHIS/WS) to accommodate funding sources and administrative guidelines for the

program.

ACTION RESPONSIBILITY | DATE TO COMPLETE DATE COMPLETED
l. Review and amend MQUs as needed. I. ADMB 1. As needed
2. Explore options for grants and/or pass through 2. ADMB 2. On-going
funds.
3. Complete projects and assure that they are 3. ADMB 3. On-going and as projects
measurable and accountable through the proposal are submitted and being
and reporting process. implemented

STRATEGY 3.1.2: (W.S. 11-6-307): The Board will request one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) from the Wyoming Game and
Fish Commission to be expended for wildlife priorities.

ACTION | RESPONSIBILITY | DATE TO COMPLETE | DATE COMPLETED
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STRATEGY 3.1.3: (W.S. 11-6-305: The Board will receive money from various sources to be expended for wildlife priorities.

(Volunteer Funding).
ACTION RESPONSIBILITY | DATE TO COMPLETE DATE COMPLETED
1. WILDLIFE DAMAGE MANAGEMENT 1. ADMB 1. 7/1 each year
STAMP Program
2. LANDOWNER COUPON Program
» Board will continue to work with landowners
to gain support of program. (REFERENCE 2. ADMB 2. Annually
MARKETING STRATEGY 4.1.1))
3. VOLUNTARY BRAND INSPECTION Program
> Board will continue to work to secure
funding and generate revenue. 3. ADMB 3. Annually
(REFERENCE MARKETING STRATEGY
4.1.1)
4. GRANTS
» Search for grants that are applicable to
program and apply. 4. WDA 4. On-going and as
5. DONATIONS FROM OUTSIDE SOURCES available
5. ADMB 5. On-going and as

contributions are made
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Objective 4.2

Promotion of “Best Management Practices” through Public Information and Education, i.e. Bear Wise, WAIC, Livestock Protection
Dogs, etc.

3
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GOAL 6: Develop and implement legislative strategies.

OJECTIVE 6.1
W.S. 11-6-313

Establish a plan to address the legislature to continue the Animal Damage Management Program.

STRATEGY 6.1.1: (W.S. 11-6-301 — 11-6-313)

ACTION RESPONSIBILITY | DATE TO COMPLETE DATE COMPLETED

I. Continue a strategy to ensure program 1. ADMB 1. On-going
continuation.
2. Continue to develop and utilize performance 2. ADMB 2. On-going
measures for program.
3. Identify and include citizen groups, county 3. ADMB 3. On-going
boards, predator districts, legislators and
stakeholders to support the ADMB program.
4. Increase visibility efforts 4. ADMB 4. On-going
5. Re-evaluate the statutes and programs to be 5. ADMB 5. On-going
included in legislation.

» Voluntary sources

» Annual Report
6. Maintain an open dialogue with the Governor 6. ADMB 6. On-going
7. Develop economic benefits analysis of program | 7. ADMB 7. Completed and will
to State of Wyoming update when necessary.

13
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Wyoming Animal Damage
Management Board

2009-2010 Annual Report for the
Predator Management Program

Submitted by:
The Wyoming ADMB






Animal Damage Management Board

r
W}’o g 2219 Carey Ave., Cheyenne, WY 82002-0100 Phone: (307) 777-6433
Fax: (307) 777-6593 E-mail: admb(state.wy.us www, wyadmb.com

MEMORANDUM

TO: Joint Agriculture, Public Lands and Water Committee

FROM: Jason Fearneyhough, ADMB Co-Chair
Steve Ferrell, ADMB Co-Chair

DATE: September 7, 2010

SUBJECT: 2009-2010 Wyoming Predator Management Program Annual Report

Please find enclosed the required annual progress report due on or before October 1 of each year
regarding the Wyoming Predator Management Program as administered by the ADMB and the
Department of Agriculture.

Feel free to contact us if you have any questions regarding this report.

cc: ADMB Members
Wyoming Board of Agriculture
Wyoming Game & Fish Commission
Governor Freudenthal
Joint Appropriations Committee
Joint Travel, Recreation, Wildlife and Cultural Resources Committee
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Overview of Activities to Date:

Funding for the statewide predator management program was approved by the Wyoming
Legislature on March 23, 2006 and rules regulating the distribution of funds to the Predator
Management Districts were filed with the Secretary of State on March 31, 2007.

To date, nineteen Predator Management Districts have qualified and applied for funding through

the state program.

Through the work of the ADMB, $2,406,289 of the current biennium’s $4.83 million has been
disbursed to the nineteen qualified districts for the current fiscal year. The ADMB received
$3,092,839 in requests from these districts.

All districts have developed management plans that set annual livestock and wildlife goals,
actions taken, and monitoring.

Livestock Goals center on keeping cattle, sheep, goat and other livestock losses to a minimum.
The majority of the activity is preventive maintenance by doing work ahead of the busy lambing
and calving season. In emergency loss situations, districts call in their professionals to take care

of active problems.

Wildlife Goals center on a variety of big game and bird species that are deemed by the district
and/or the Wyoming Game and Fish Department as below objective populations. Monitoring is
done by the district, and often times, in conjunction with the Wyoming Game and Fish
Department.

A majority of the Predator Management Districts are concerned with increasing predator fee
refund requests from out of state livestock seasonal grazers, who lease Wyoming grasslands.

Western Wyoming Predator Management Districts are concerned with increasing predation from
bears and wolves and a majority of the Predator Management Districts are concerned with
increasing predation from mountain lions.

This funding has allowed the districts to continue developing proactive predator management
programs for the benefit of both livestock and wildlife, strengthen infrastructure, and provide a

valuable service the citizens of Wyoming.

Following is a listing of funded districts, and the amounts distributed to each for the current
biennium.
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By July 1, 2010, each district provided to the ADMB a Year-End Report, detailing actions taken
and results, monies expended, and the most recent audit report. The following contains some
statistics from across the state, and a brief overview of wildlife projects being conducted in
conjunction with livestock related management efforts.

Albany County — With direction from the Albany County Predator Management Board,
U.S.D.A. Wildlife Services has worked on 64 properties totaling 1,049,963 acres.

So far in 2010 the Albany County Wildlife Project (ACWP) has had very positive feedback from
the livestock producers within its boundaries and in nearby surrounding areas. Not only on the
lack of harassment and livestock losses due to coyotes, (they have not had any verified livestock
losses this year) but also on the increase in Antelope, Mule Deer, and Sage Grouse. The Sage
Grouse seem to be the least affected of the species, which due to personal observations since
2009, have experienced the highest amount of predation from Ravens robbing their nests.
Although during the week of March 29-April 2 they removed to two groups of coyotes (1 group
of 3 coyotes and another of 4 coyotes) from leks that had birds actively breeding on them.

The Mule Deer and Antelope at this time have been traveling up and down the mountain a
significant amount due to the warm periods that have been followed by snow storms with fairly
large accumulations of snow. The ranchers within the project area are very satisfied with the
fawn recruitment in the mule deer and antelope. Many ranchers have noted that the mule deer
have been having their fawns in the hay meadows the last three years instead of on the steeper
and brushy side hills and canyon walls. So far this is being attributed to the lack of depredation
pressure from coyotes in the area.

The Big Horn Sheep on the north side of Sybille Canyon around Poe Mountain and Canyon
creek seemed to have increased from the previous years, due to predator management work in
the winter and spring.

This year the district removed 345 pigeons for the City of Laramie and 3 Turkey Vultures and
has assisted in getting the Laramie Police Department and Laramie Fire Department involved in
pigeon removal. With the destruction of the Fox Theatre the main nesting and roosting site for
Pigeons in Laramie is gone and they have received reports of the birds traveling around the
county and moving into barns nearby.

The National Wildlife Research Center in Fort Collins, CO continually works with Wildlife
Services and this year the Albany County Predator Management District employee collected 28
coyote specimens for necropsy training that they were putting on for their research students. He
is also collecting specimens for the Wyoming State Veterinary Lab in Laramie to assist in
training their employees and graduate students in necropsy.
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Goal: to monitor, track and report on any disease outbreaks in the predator populations.

Action: Testing of coyotes, raccoons, skunks for rabies, tularemia, plague and round worm;
providing the community with a “heads up” if or when an outbreak may occur. The trappers
obtain blood and other samples that may be required from random predators, or, those that
appear to be sick and send them to the state lab for work up and reporting. Some coyotes have
tested positive for plague anti-bodies and over 60% of the raccoons tested for round worm were
infected. The raccoon problem can be a very serious issue for anyone infected by that worm.

Monitoring: Any control project initiated with the expectation of results, either good or bad,
requires some form of monitoring. Done initially, it provides you with a base t measure your
future results against. Progress evaluation is required, whether it be producer based or
sportsmen.

Goals: USDA Wildlife Services personnel, Wy. Game and Fish personnel, and land owner input
is to be used to evaluate progress; whether it is livestock loss reduction or game and game bird
population changes.

Action: We are now entering our fourth year of the game bird project and used two survey
processes to measure progress; spring time pheasant hen and rooster visual counts, followed by
rooster audible counts and then a rough calculation of the population. This process is far from
scientific, but does provide trend data. The second survey process involved having the land
owners fill out a one page survey on their perceptions of population changes, crop damage and
property damage. A summary package of the results is available for review. With regard to
large predator control, USDA Wildlife Services monitors and reports their results on a regular
basis and from the looks of their report, we are almost holding our own with regard to control
efforts and livestock losses. Mountain lions and wolves seem to be more of a concem than in the
past.

The monies provided by the state have been very beneficial to us in Big Horn County with the
progress and results we have seen in our predator control programs and game bird project. We
thank you all for the financial help and we appreciate it and treat it with respect. Again -
Thanks!!

Campbell County — The Campbell County Predator Management Board has been actively
working with USDA Wildlife Services while continuing to employ two trappers and our wildlife
biologist. We have been billed for 234 hours of aerial time as of June 21, 2010. The spring
storms made it difficult to fly for dens during that time. Our private helicopter was able to fly 8
hours, but the weather also shut him down during the spring.

Calvin Taylor, county trapper, continues to be very beneficial in Campbell County. He believes
that actual livestock depredation has risen over the winter and spring due to the fact that there are
very few rabbits in his area of the county. He also noticed a tremendous increase in eagle and
coyote kills to antelope this winter which he also attributes to the low rabbit numbers. His hours
included 1,135 of actual field work, with an additional 630 hours of administration work.
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hours worked by nine (9) Wildlife Services personnel in Carbon County:

Aerial (Fixed Wing) hunting 153.80
Aerial (Helicopter) hunting 18.60
Field work 3,876.69
Total hours spent 4.,036.33

It should also be mentioned that we partner with neighboring county boards from time to time.
As many ranches cross county lines, and coyotes do not know — nor care — where those lines are,
we share our resources when we are in an area. We mostly cooperate with Albany, Natrona and
Sweetwater Counties as well as a couple in Northern Colorado.

Actions Taken:

Carbon County Wildlife Project #1 has been on-going for three years in conjunction with
Sweetwater and Lincoln Counties. A researcher contracted by Sweetwater PMD through Mike
Conover of the Berryman Institute, at Utah State University, gathered information on antelope,
mule deer and sage grouse. One of the three study area pairs was in Carbon County. Flat Top
was our heavily controlled area; with Kinney Rim is our non-controlled area. A total of 195,886
acres are involved in this area.

Carbon County Wildlife Project #2 is in its second year and is being done in cooperation with
Wyoming Game and Fish to raise mule deer numbers which were below objectives in the
Southern section (the portion that drains into the Bow River) of Deer Area 70. A total of
437,460 acres are involved in this project.

The following is from a report completed by Will Schultz, Wy. Game and Fish Saratoga District
wildlife biologist.

In February 2008, Wyoming Game and Fish Department Wildlife Biologist, Will Schultz, met
with USDA/APHIS Wildlife Services personnel, Rod Merrell, Dan Braig and Tracy Villwok to
discuss the implementation of a coyote control project for the benefit of mule deer in MD540.
Wildlife Services proposed, in addition to the coyote control efforts currently implemented in
MD3540 for livestock protection, their agency would also implement enhanced coyote control in a
portion of MD540 for the benefit of mule deer. This project would be funded through the Carbon
County Predator Management District’s allocation of funding to Wildlife Services for the benefit
of wildlife in Carbon County. This summary was developed to provide Wildlife Services and the
Carbon County Predator Management District with mule deer population data for MD540 thus
far, to review with regard to their efforts of providing coyote control to benefit mule

deer.

Results
Fawn and total buck ratios in the treatment area were less than the control area in 2006 and 2007.

Fawn and total buck ratios in the treatment area were greater than the control
area in 2008 and 2009.

Seminoe Mountain Bighorn Sheep Release Project: Wildlife Services personnel conducted two
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In contracting with Wildlife Services, we had 2 full-time trappers and used 293 hours of our 300
hours proposed flying time. In this last year these services allowed us to take coyotes in our
county, skunks taken for rabies testing (none found), starling control at a few ranches, and
pigeons taken out of the roof at Boys & Girls Club (97 pigeons total).

Contracting with Wildlife Services not only gives us great predator control for our wildlife and
livestock, our public health and safety also benefits.

In addition to our Wildlife Services contract, we have 4 other aircraft performing contract
hunting for our county - 3 private airplanes and 1 private helicopter.

In closing, our program is working very well by the response we receive from livestock
producers and sportsmen on our board and in our county.

Crook County — GRANT ACTION ITEMS AND RESULTS:

Wildlife Issues

The numbers of ravens, crows, skunks, raccoons, coyotes and fox in Crook County are at healthy
levels. The PMD Board is concerned about an increase in rabies in these animals since more are
being seen during winter months; non-typical times for them to be so mobile. This may be due
to great influxes in weather this season, but as a precautionary measure they wish to increase the
number of animals tested, both skunks and raccoons in the FY 2009 to 2010.

Results: At the beginning of the year there seemed to be an excessive amount of raccoons and
skunks dead on roads in central and western parts of the County. However, with multiple tests
done for rabies the results were negative. By year end, few of these animals were found. Our

conclusion is that the increased sightings were of a normal cycle.

The numbers of young antelope and deer fawns seem to be on the decline in the northwestern
part of the County. Reported sightings of coyotes are on the rise. Since a number of area
ranchers have sold out of the sheep business it can be assumed that the predators have moved to

the wildlife to replace this food source.

Fawns and kids are increasing in number South of Interstate 90 but only slightly. The winter

hardships didn’t seem to be quite so harsh and not so detrimental to the young. Numbers of
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hunt time frames, covered more area and been better able to serve landowners during heavy
snow seasons and wet muddy days that previously hindered hunting.

3. Helicopter time of 40 hours will remain, some of which will be used for the wildlife
recovery portion of the current program.

Results: Weather conditions limited utilization of this allocated effort. This was an item that
had to be limited or cut due to budget concerns.

4. Partnerships and cooperative agreements for land owner-operators south of [-90 will
continue to be a focus.

Results: Additional agreements were formed and trappers continue to build necessary
relationships.

5. Trappers will periodically make observation notes and count wildlife numbers for
reporting purposes along with working with local Game and Fish Department staff for
monitoring purposes.

Results: Monitoring of wildlife numbers result in unofficial accounts of increased numbers in
the south and southwest side of Crook County. In the south west side of the county there are
fewer numbers of deer, antelope, and turkey. The trend of lower numbers continues in the
northwest side of the county. However, in the middle to lower areas there are pockets of
increased deer, white-tailed species especially. Throughout the county there are unofficial
reports of increased predatory pressures and the trappers continue to build relationships with
current cooperators while building new agreements. Work with the local Game and Fish
representatives has continued with the addition of traps, several occasions of lion kills and the
processes of verifying those kills. It is important to also note that areas south of I-90 are now

reporting turkeys and sage grouse where there were no sightings just three years prior.

Livestock Issues

Crook County is experiencing regular depredation to livestock as a result of a healthy coyote
population. Fox also have a depredation effect on young livestock, although their numbers are
currently lower than they have been in recent years; they are at healthy population numbers.

Maintenance of the current fox levels is inclusive in the PMD Board’s management target.

Sheep and goat numbers continue to decline from 20,000 breeding ewes in 2000 to a reported
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Three newsletters will be targeted for distribution over the next grant period in order to open the
doors of communication.
Results: This target goal was abandoned due to budget cuts. One mailing, end of year, based off

information in this report is planned instead of the targeted three publications.

4. Build upon current programs in the use of leg hold and cage traps, foot snares, neck
snares, shooting, trail and decoy dogs, aerial hunting, and M-44 devises for coyote management
and control especially in winter months.

Results: Additional traps and leg holds were purchased and used. Cage traps for Mountain
Lions were purchased and are available. Additional ammunition was purchased in order to keep
supply levels maintained at even levels.

5. Facilitating den crews to work on a contract basis to increase time on the ground for
trappers if personnel available as guidelines permit.

Results: Since the overall budget was short after allocations distributed; this line item was
scratched.

6.  Contract agreement with land owner/operators increase by ten agreements in the northwest
part of the county and increase the number of contract agreements with land owner/operators by
five agreements south of 1-90.

Results: Completed

Pre- and Post-Work Monitoring

1. Crook County PMD Board, with the help of Wildlife Services, will seek to provide data
on deer and antelope populations in relation to predatory management efforts in target areas
including northwestern Crook County and areas south of Interstate 90.

2. Before and after numbers for designated areas will also be solicited from the Wyoming
Game and Fish Department for reporting purposes.

Results for both 1) and 2) above: No official reports have been received. WY Game and Fish
does not recognize county lines for wildlife counts. The move by WY Game and Fish to shorten
Area | hunt season was in part due to deer number declines. Unofficial observations coincide

with the Wyoming Game and Fish representatives in most of the county.
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next grant period will be targeted at 50. Approximately 30 coyotes were tested for heartworm

over the same time frame; in 2009 to 2010 the target will be 50.

One raccoon and 10 to 15 skunks were tested for rabies FY 2008-2009. For the next grant period
the target will be 15 to 20 skunks and five to ten raccoons.

Results: This year 14 coyotes, 2 mountain lions, 3 raccoons, and 3 striped skunks were tested.
Of those animals, 43 total tests for rabies, tularemia and plague were run. No positive results in
any of the samples taken. Predatory animal control efforts in Crook County PMD will decrease
the number of diseased coyotes, skunks, raccoons, and subsequently other animals that may be

infected keeping healthy population numbers and healthy animals.

Fremont County -

FREMONT COUNTY SAGE GROUSE/MULE DEER PROJECT ANNUAL
REPORT

In the past year our sage grouse/mule deer project has went smoothly with measurable results.
The Goal of the project is 3-fold.

1. To identify which predators/animals depredate sage grouse nests. This has been
accomplished using infrared motion sensing trail cameras on artificial sage grouse nests.

2. Measure, if possible. the difference in nesting success of sage grouse in areas of little predator
control as opposed to and adjacent area with intense predator control.

3. To enhance a struggling mule deer population.

In spring/early summer 2010 trail cams were once again put out on artificial nests in both the
“control” and the “treatment” area. This is the 5™ year. 10 cameras total were used. Each cam
is stationed at the same spot for one week and then rotated to a different nesting spot. This gives
us a total of 40 different nesting sites to gather data on. 27 total nests were raided this year. The
common raven was the species that depredated the most. The species that raided nests this year
was more varied than in past years. Here is the breakdown of nest depredation by species:

Common raven - 2] damaged nest (77.6%)
Magpie - 2 darnaged nests (7.4%)

Coyote - 3 damaged nests (11%)

Badger - | damaged nest (4%)

It has been very difficult if not impossible to determine actual sage grouse population growth due
to higher nesting success when coyotes and other ground predators are removed from the
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OCEAN LAKE PHEASANT PROJECT

The ocean lake pheasant project was started in cooperation with the Fremont County PMD and
the Wyoming Game and Fish commission. Ocean Lake lies west of Riverton, Wyoming and is a
public land resource owned by WGFD. An array of public activities takes place there. Boating,
fishing, hunting, camping etc. In the fall, WGFD releases pheasants for bird hunters on the
property at different times. The projects aim is to reduce predators just prior to the open bird
season. This helps to keep more birds in the field for hunters. Red foxes are the dominant
predator in the area. Coyotes, raccoons, skunks and feral house cats are also present. This
project only runs in the month of September, therefore no data will be available until that time.

Goshen County -
Actions Taken

With the grant monies received from the WY ADMB, we have been able to begin, maintain and
improve our projects designed for the use of these funds. The employing of Wiley Cross as our
second trapper, using these funds, was very beneficial. He has been instrumental in the
designing and implementation of several wildlife projects, as well as assisting Casey Hunter, our
other trapper, with livestock depredation. Casey also assists Wiley with the wildlife
enhancement projects. They work well together and provide valuable assistance to all residents
of Goshen County.

Wiley, with help from USDA Wildlife Services (WS) and the PMD board designed the initial
project attempting to increase the pheasant population utilizing predator control, with emphasis
being placed on raccoon removal. What was intended to be a two year project is now in the
fourth year. Corn growers noticed a decrease in damage to field corn, irrigation equipment,
ditches, and other property with the raccoon removal. Hoping to quantify the damage to field
corn, Gebhardt and Shwiff of the National Wildlife Research Center (NWRC) were contacted
and they, Wiley, other WS personnel, and the PMD Board designed a project to determine the
extent of damage to field corn.

Wyoming Game and Fish personnel indicated that the mule deer population in Goshen County
was below herd objectives so we instituted a program targeting depredation of fawns by coyotes
and to a lesser degree foxes. This was an inexpensive project to implement as it could be
incorporated with the existing program to eliminate livestock losses by coyotes. We assumed
that in areas experiencing livestock losses, fawn losses would also be high because coyote
numbers would also be higher than areas not experiencing losses. Coyote stomach contents are
examined during the birthing and hatching seasons to identify what they are consuming. Many
coyotes taken had deer and antelope fawn remains in the stomach, along with occasional game
bird chick remains, either pheasant or sharp tailed grouse.

Another project initiated with ADMB funding was starling control at local feed yards. Some
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population to a more desirable level, several trappers could be used, along with many more traps
than we currently possess.

Raccoons in certain areas of Goshen County had severe infestations of canine distemper and
round worms this past winter, eliminating a significant number of them. In areas where they
have been targeted for removal, incidences of road kill have also declined. This is beneficial in
that newer smaller plastic fronted cars sustain extensive damage from collisions with raccoons,
sometime to the extent of the car being a total loss. While it is impossible to affix a definite
dollar value to the county from raccoon removal, there is no doubt that our efforts are already
benefiiting the county and with the project continuation, the benefits will increase yearly.

With the herd objective 38% below desired levels, it is worthwhile for us to target deer predators,
mainly coyotes. Coyote stomach content examination reveals considerable fawn depredation,
both deer and antelope. As of this date, no data has been generated show what percent of
coyotes have fawn contents in their stomach, along with game bird chick remains. Later in the
year this data should become available. To document increases in the mule deer population, we
will have to rely on Wyoming Game and Fish data. Currently, we haven’t been made aware of
any new data, other than what is included.

Starling contro! hasn’t’ been requested as much as in past years. We aren’t certain why. Our
local efforts surely can’t impact a large regional migratory population. But fewer requests for
assistance indicate we are having some success. A big benefit is that when out of state cattle are
fed in Goshen County and the owner objects to the 25 cents per head predator fee, we can point
to decreased costs accruing from our starling control work. That small cost can be recovered
several times during the time required to finish a beef animal.

Hot Springs County — The Hot Springs County Predator Management District (HSCPMD)
consists of 1,060,031 acres, (the entirety of Hot Springs County), and involves the following
entities; the Bureau of Land Management, the City of Thermopolis, Hot Springs County, the
U.S. Forest Service, private landowners, the State of Wyoming and the Wind River Indian
Reservation. In this fiscal year 51 contracts were written with producers and all 51 were assisted
at some time during the year. This assistance was in the form of traditional on-the-ground
methods, and aerial gunning.

The HSCPMD utilizes the personnel of Wildlife Services (WS}, a division of the U. S.
Department of Agriculture. This allows the HSCPMD to operate on Federal and Tribal lands by
way of the cooperative agreements between these agencies. The HSCPMD funded 2.5 control
agents to conduct the predator control in the District, plus 123 hours of aerial time. The airplane
was moved from Thermopolis to Worland this year, so the District will now have to allow for
ferry time to and from the control areas. 9.9 hours of ferry time were billed this year.

The verified livestock losses this year were:
10 chickens to foxes

9 chickens to raccoons

4 sheep to mountain lion
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timing. Private helicopters and Wildlife Services fixed wing planes were used the
majority of the time. This is not only advantageous to livestock producers, but
great for the wildlife populations, county-wide.

e We have completed our first full year of “Contract for Services” agreements with
our full time personnel. A few slight changes to the contracts were made and is
seems to be a better situation than dealing with allowances, keeping hours and
dealing with overtime and vacation issues. Part-time and bookkeeping staff will
remain as salaried employees.

e We’ve had a few requests for refunds of predator fees collected. We continue to
educate and inform our producers about our program at every chance but also feel
that, as the agricultural economy struggles, we may see more refund requests. Each
year with the annual meeting notice, a report of coyotes take on each landowner is
also distributed.

¢ Cooperative efforts continue with USDA Wildlife Services as we have seen wolf
activity in our district. A special producer meeting was hosted by our District with
about 60 stockmen, sportsmen and interested parties in attendance. Wildlife
Services personnel gave detailed information on recognition of wolf kills and the
protocol for handling such issues, as well as fielding many questions. We feel this
was of great benefit and service to our producers. We have also had meetings with
Wyoming Game & Fish to coordinated overall efforts with some success.

Johnson County continues its Rabies Mitigation Program with continued success. We have two
seasonal employees for this program, one in Buffalo and one in Kaycee. Our contract employees
also control and document rabies targeted animals. We’ve seen numbers lower and level off
which might indicate a level of control. Both Buffalo and Kaycee city officials are very satisfied
with the success of this program and have contributed financially to the program.

In summary, the livestock and wildlife of Johnson County as well as the residents of Buffalo and
Kaycee are much safer due to the dedication of the members of the district board and the
employees of the Johnson County Predator District. The success of the program is due, in great
part, to the grant funding through the Wyoming Animal Management Board

Lincoln County — The following is a brief report concerning the LCPAB for the past 18 months.

Lincoln County currently employees 2 full-time trappers and shares a part-time trapper with
Sweetwater County. The trappers are assigned to different regions within the county covering
winter, spring, summer, and fall assignments. The Board tries to make sure a trapper is
responding to any rancher or entity. One example was with the Game & Fish personnel about a
mountain lion sighted at the Kemmerer Middle School. The trappers are assigned different
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worked previously because of the limitation of the two ground trappers. Gene Heckel will work
deer unit 66 in southeast Natrona County, which is the Stinking Creek area and its tributaries.
The focus of requesting predator control in deer unit 66 is to bring the deer herd numbers back
up. In addition to the wintering areas, the predator control will extend into this deer herds
summer range.

The Wyoming Game and Fish asked for the NCPMD’s assistance in trapping in this specific area
and we agreed to assist with this project. The reason that the Wy. Game and Fish has requested
this is because for over 8 years, the deer numbers have been down. The predator board has not
been actively working this area that is affected because land owners have not requested or
desired ours services in that part of the county. The Wy. Game and Fish is also helping us secure
access to these ranches for predator control to primarily help the mule deer population. Below
are the deer numbers provided by the Game and Fish department in this specific area:

Mule Deer — Per 100 Does (collected in Nov/Dec each year post season)
Herd Unit: MD 757 — Bates Hole/Hat Six (Hunt Area 66)

Year Yearling Bucks Mature Bucks  Total Bucks Fawns
2000 15 15 30 59
2001 10 18 28 66
2002 9 16 25 85
2003 10 13 23 77
2004 13 16 29 67
2005 13 12 25 75
2006 17 18 35 47
2007 12 19 32 58
2008 12 18 30 65
2009 8 15 23 57

2009 post season population estimate of 6,689 (44% below herd objective)

Wildlife Services

The NCMPD has been asked by Wildlife Services to have our three (3) trappers carry tests with
them to take a sample of the coyote’s blood so it can be tested for Rabies and Tularemia. A total
of 82 samples have been taken and recorded Natrona County. Please see attached the
NWDC/CDC Cooperative Plaque/Tularemia Surveillance Guidelines for 2010 provided by
Wildlife Services.

The NCPMD has utilized aerial time and the trappers for the hunting of predators before critical
fawning and nesting periods. The activity for this has been concentrated in areas within the
county that the Wyoming Game and Fish Department has designated as critical fawning, nesting,
and lek areas.

Natrona County is experiencing regular depredation to livestock as a result of a healthy coyote
population. The NCPMD has minimized the loss of livestock to predation, thereby enabling
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Wyoming Air Corporation will no longer be flying with us. Wyoming Air Corporation was
bought by Holmes Helicopters and they will be flying for us. We are anticipating them to start
flying for the NCMPD July 1%

With additional predator control, loss of livestock is at its lowest in recent times. Lamb loss is
down by 35%-40%. We have also noticed that the survival rate for antelope and fawns are up.

Niobrara County — The goal of the Niobrara County PMB was once again to minimize losses
to livestock and wildlife by reducing the threat of predators. We implement a cyclical program
of general control in the fall and winter, and then work the calving areas before shifting the focus
to preventing lamb losses and over predation of fawns. We always try to be as efficient as
possible; 97.1% of funds expended this year were for operations.

The district has two full-time contract trappers. One of these men began work in March, 2009;
the other began in August during the time the outgoing WS trapper was on extended sick leave.
The first hire is an experienced trapper having worked here in the past as a WS specialist. He is
a proficient gunner and knows the denning areas well. The second man is a trapping specialist.
He deployed an extraordinary amount of equipment over the winter with unheard of results in the
take of predators and varmints. He concentrated on the influx of predators from uncontrolled
areas adjacent to our borders; Goshen County, Nebraska, and South Dakota.

We have contracted with multiple aerial service providers this year. We consider WS to be our
primary provider, but have always struggled with having a plane available when we needed it,
even when one was stationed in Lusk. Now that WS has pulled that plane out of eastern
Wyoming, it has made things very difficult. Their newly increased price per hour plus paying
ferry time from central or northern Wyoming makes WS a less attractive option than the three
private providers we have under contract. We find these men to be more available, and less
expensive. With our trapper as gunner, they are quite effective. However, we would
wholeheartedly support the return of a WS airplane to Lusk. We know that other counties on this
side of the state are having the same difficulties we experience with availability of aerial services
from Wildlife Services.

Mange had been epidemic in our predators for the past two years. The trappers now report far
fewer cases. In the spring of 2009 we noted more dry female coyotes and fewer dens or reduced
litter sizes. This year the pregnant and wet females incidence has increased to more normal
levels and has shown litter sizes from five to eleven pups.

Our primary wildlife species of concern is the mule deer. We feel that we are making a positive
difference with predator control as the only tool. The county had been in an extended drought
for a number of years. Drought lessened somewhat in 2009, but some areas suffered decimation
by grasshoppers. In spite of difficult habitat, we find that deer are showing a correlation with
predator control as described in the following paragraphs. We are hearing from producers in the
Breaks area that the mule deer are decreasing there, and they attribute it to the increased presence
of mountain lions. They are disappointed that the power of control of this dangerous predator
does not rest with predator districts.
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Success of the project was determined by analyzing information gathered by WS specialists in
the field and field studies conducted in the project area. Damage information is tracked by the
MIS program (WS Database) as problems were reported with damage confirmation where
control actions were taken. Control actions were carried out using the best and most humane
tools that provide an immediate desired response for each situation and location. Live traps are
the tool of choice by WS specialists due to the presence of pets and hobby animals in the area.

Predetermined areas were delineated by the Park County Predator Management District (PMD)
where WS concentrated their efforts to deal with the impacts of these species. Control actions
were performed in the project area where the PMD felt wildlife and wildlife enthusiasts would
benefit the most, as well as where damage was confirmed and known to be a significant issue.
Disease samples were collected and sent to the State Veterinary Laboratory for testing. As results
were obtained they were released to the PMD and disease concerns were dealt with through the
Centers for Disease Control and public health agencies. During the January 2010 Annual PMD
meeting, activities and positive feedback were discussed. It was decided to continue activities
were damage had been significantly curbed by WS activities and where additional damage was
reported and confirmed.

There have been numerous reports from farmers and sportsmen about the positive impacts the
project has made in reducing crop damage and improving pheasant production in the area. Many
farmers in the project area have commented that this project has allowed them to harvest a
quality crop of sweet corn without extensive damage. They have also benefitted from a large
decrease in the amount of damage and consequent maintenance to irrigation systems. Farmers
and sportsmen noticed and reported seeing more pheasant broods in the area throughout the
summer and into the hunting season. For all these reasons, the Park County PMD felt this project
has been very beneficial to farm production and wildlife protection and should continue county
wide where damage is reported and confirmed.

As project personnel worked in this area, they documented damage to residences, private
property of many types, livestock feed buildings, irrigation systems, crops, leaf cutter bee hives,
bird feeders, and pet food storage areas. The total monetary value of documented damage by the
targeted predators was significant. Damage and value has been documented and tracked using
the MIS system.

As mentioned previously, captured animals were sampled for diseases such as rabies, plague,
tularemia, canine roundworm, and heartworm. Samples were collected and sent to the State Vet
Laboratory where they were analyzed and results were sent back to the county PMD’s. Skunks
were the primary source used for testing rabies along with one raccoon. Project personnel
collected skunk samples which were sent to the State Veterinary Laboratory. At this time, no
positive rabies samples documented from the Bighorn Basin. Due to the increase in positive
rabies samples collected in Campbell, Johnson, and Natrona counties; Park County PMD feels
rabies surveillance efforts should be continued to identify when, where, and how rabies enters
the Bighorn Basin.
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not allowing access for predator management work.

During 2006-2007, the Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) Sheridan Regional Office
received numerous reports of dead rabbits from throughout Sheridan County. Due to the wide
spread distribution of dead rabbits, we concluded a disease outbreak was likely occurring. The
WGFD investigated various methods to document and monitor wildlife diseases. It was decided
to collect blood from coyotes to test for diseases known to affect rabbits and other smal!
mammals. There are several advantages to using coyotes to monitor certain diseases,
specifically plague and tularemia. Coyotes are generally resistant to these diseases; when
exposed to either disease, they rarely develop clinical symptoms but do develop specific
antibodies to each pathogen, which can then be detected during analysis of blood samples. Also,
coyotes are relatively short lived, so exposure to either disease likely occurred in the recent past
(1-3 years). And finally, due to on-going predator control activities, the opportunity to collect
blood samples in a cost effective manner was available.

Plague is a flea-transmitted disease affecting and perpetuated by rodents. It is an acute infectious
disease with a high mortality rate in many mammals species caused by the bacteria Yersinia
pestis. Rodents are very susceptible to plague and have a high mortality rate. In Wyoming,
prairie dogs and ground squirrels are likely the most affected wildlife species and act as a
reservoir for the bacteria.

Tularemia is an acute, contagious bacterial disease primarily of lagomorphs (i.e. rabbits) and
rodents. It is caused by the bacteria Francisella tularensis. Cottontail rabbits are very
susceptible to tularemia and likely the most affected wildlife species in Sheridan County.

Both diseases are important in that they can cause wide spread wildlife die-offs and both are also
zoonotic (i.e. transmissible to humans). Our emphasis with this study was to 1) determine the
cause of region wide rabbit mortalities (tularemia suspected) and 2) determine effectiveness of
monitoring these diseases using coyotes as a surrogate.

Coyotes are resistant to both diseases and rarely develop clinical signs of either disease. If a
coyote tests “positive” for either disease, it simply means it was exposed at one time and has
developed specific antibodies to the bacteria, not that the animal is infectious or able to spread
the disease.

Coyotes in Sheridan and Johnson Counties face a variety of mortality factors, including disease
(e.g. parvo, distemper, rabies), parasites (e.g. mites), recreational shooting, and targeted removal
by aerial shooting, trapping and snaring. As such, they likely don’t live very long. Under ideal
conditions, coyotes can live 10-12 years. Under conditions in Sheridan and Johnson Counties, it
is likely much shorter. A similar survey in Johnson County, Wyoming in 2007 involved 50
coyotes that were aged. The average age was 2.4 years old (range = 0 - 5).

The WGFD partnered with the Predator Management Board (PMB) of Sheridan County for this
effort. The County Trapper, Allan Plummer, collected blood samples from coyotes collected
during predator control activities. The PMB provided money for postage to ship samples
overnight to Laramie. The WGFD provided collection and shipping supplies; received, stored
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before lambing and calving.

Helicopter flying time was used primarily during the spring time this year. We were able to take
advantage of the extra snow cover and therefore afford better protection to the sheep ranges
utilized in the first part of the summer. These areas are hard to access in the summer and
therefore we utilized the late spring snows to work these hard to get areas this year.

During the lambing season, with the winter work done for the cattlemen, we were able to put
both fulltime trappers and our contract trappers covering the lambing herds.

With the helicopter time we are able to cover more wooded areas and inaccessible areas to fixed
wing measures as the sheep are moved to higher summer ranges.

Identifiable and Measureable Results

Lamb counts, according to producers were less than last year. This was mostly attributable to
two factors. One being some severe spring weather that accounted for substantial losses during
lambing season and the other cause was a slightly higher number of predators.

In some areas deer counts were up slightly as assessed from the previous year. The milder
winter was also attributable to these increases.

Sage grouse counts have increased again slightly. More leks are being reported overall and in
some areas leks have been reported where they had previously not existed.

Our total person day visits were down slightly as compared to last year and the total hours
worked were less by approximately forty hours.

The target intentional take total was less than last year. In addition, the new equipment has given
our trappers increased ability to access previously hard to access areas and an added fuel savings
has been recognized. Trapper effectiveness has also been enhanced with the addition of the new
equipment.

Washakie County — The Park and Washakie County Cooperative Wildlife Enhancement Project
was proposed to improve mule deer and antelope recruitment in deer hunt area 125 which is not
only for Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) and hunters, but agricultural producers
and wildlife enthusiasts as well. Although many environmental stresses affect wildlife
populations, only a relative few can be manipulated. Predator management can be used, in some
cases, to help limit mortality in ungulate populations and enhance fawn recruitment, improve doe
survival, and help increase the portion of breeding bucks in problem areas. Although predation is
rarely the sole factor limiting populations, it can play significant role in suppressing populations
below herd objectives. The goal of this project is to help boost ungulate populations towards a
more self sustaining level. This project has progressed into the third year, and due to positive
results to wild ungulate populations it has been agreed the project activities will continue two
more years. This population will continue to be monitored very closely by the WGFD and United
States Department of Agriculture Wildlife Services (WS).
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In the information provided by the Wyoming Game and Fish Department, there has been an
increase in the total number of antelope and deer observed during classification surveys
following treatment year by project activities. This has been the first significant increase detected
during the previous ten years.

In addition to the Wildlife project listed in conjunction with Park County, our Washakie County
Predator Management District had 55 agreements with livestock producers covering 918,000
acres.

Weston County — The Weston County Predator Management District (WCPMD) is charged
with controlling problem predators and other problem wildlife issues such as rabid skunks in
Weston County WY. WCPMD receives some funding for operations from the State of
Wyoming through the Wyoming ADMB. This funding is to purchase equipment, supplies,
office expense, fund two full time Wildlife Specialists, and flight time for aerial work in this
district along with ferry time.

WCPMD has expended $15,078 for equipment during the fiscal year 2010. $118,186 was
expended for contractual services with Wildlife Services which includes flying time. $8,929 was
expended for operations such as supplies, repairs, phone, office, fuel and other operational
expenses.

Two Hundred Fifty (250) hours of flying time, which also includes ferry time was budgeted into
the 2010 District contract with WS. Weather and availability has hampered the WCPMD using
the total hours of flying time requested. The greatest need of the aircraft is when the airplanes
are least available and weather is sometimes the least predictable.

Observations of Sage Grouse leeks are being made and recorded as found. The Sage Hens have
their chicks out in the grass and currently, the grass and sweet clover is very tall and thick so
little chance to see chicks except on roads or water holes. There are plenty of grasshoppers and
crickets so there is no shortage of food for the Sage Grouse. Some grasshopper spraying is
occurring in the district, however, it is understood that there are strips left so birds do have
insects. The mature antelope populations throughout the District are plentiful and currently we
find no shortage in most areas however, with no rabbits, we are seeing a large depredation on
fawn antelope this spring of 2010. Deer numbers are also in good supply throughout the District
and their fawns are also being hit hard by the coyotes this spring of 2010. The Wildlife
Specialists hope to do a recruitment counts on antelope and deer later in the summer to verify
numbers.

The Wildlife Specialists are working to remove the coyotes that are moving into the sheep and
calving areas. During the spring of 2010, one producer lost 2 cows and 4 calves to coyotes
which the Wildlife Specialist verified and within 24 hours after the call, had removed the target
coyotes. District wide, the numbers of coyotes seem to have decreased somewhat this spring,
possibly from mange, however the coyotes that remain are traveling farther to hit livestock. The
rapid decrease of rabbits and mice over the last two years has caused livestock to become a more
essential prey base for coyotes. Mange in the coyotes has become very prevalent across the
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